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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve a handleability and to reduce a 
size as well as to prevent the light leakage of a 
photosensitive body by forming the above device in such 
a manner that attaching and detaching movements, the 
opening and closing of a movable protective cover and 
the opening and closing of a movable external cover of a 
body are executed, by which the maintenance of the 
light tightness of an image forming body as well as the 
wide area opening and stationary closing of a transfer 
paper transporting region are executed. 
CONSTITUTION: This device is constituted so that the 
attaching and detaching movements of a process 
cartridge 200 including the image forming body, the 
opening and closing of the movable protective cover 413 
provided on the body side and the opening and closing of 
the movable external cover 428 of the body are 
executed, by which the maintenance of the light 
tightness of the image forming body as well as the wide 
area opening and stationary closing of the transfer paper 
transporting region are executed. Then, the movable protective cover 413 existing atop the 
housing frame of the process cartridge 200 descends to close the window in the outside 
contour part at the front end of the process cartridge 200, thus automatically shielding the 
photosensitive body appearing through the window at the time of the backward movement of 
the process cartridge 200. The phenomenon to shorten the life of the photosensitive body and 
to deteriorate its performance by the photofatigue is entirely obviated in this way. 
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